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News and Features
Skipton 2009
A real puppetry hot spot
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	      Noisy Oister with Lady Lucinda


         Mark Whitaker:
The Skipton Puppet Festival 2009 was a resounding success. Its amazing how so much can be packed into such a small town. The range of venues are all within easy walking distance of each other and the programming made it possible to stroll from one show to another from mid morning until late at night. The Lempens even managed to arrange the weather - no mean feat for late September in Yorkshire - and a full programme of street performances kept the smiles on the faces of those unable to get tickets for the sold-out shows. 
The festival featured a good mix of the old and the new, home grown and imported and the weekend proved beyond doubt that puppetry can still bring in the crowds.
(Mark is a well known performer, working with companies like Horse and Bamboo and is also the membership secretary of BrUnima)

Glyn Edwards:
Where would you have a chance to eat authentic takeaway paella, or tartiflette, or fresh Normandy crepes splashed with Cointreau and then stroll to a canalside square teeming with street puppetry? The Yorkshire Dales of course – and sunny Skipton with its weekend international puppet festival and continental market. 
By the basin of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal you could be stopped in your tracks by the sight of a gentle Yak courtesy of Thingumajig Theatre, watch The Jabberworky sung as a suitcase shadow puppet tale by Rough Magic Theatre, be serenaded by the portable gramophone trundled along on the Rickshaw of the Pavement Puppetry Company, watch the classic Jig Dolls of Ted Beresford, the Belgian street marionettes of the Plansjet company, the delicate artistry of Hungary’s Mikropodium, or the knockabout nonsense of Mr. Punch. And if you ventured there after dark you might encounter Noisy Oyster with the diminutive but heroic Dangerous Dave attempting daft feats of puppet bravado that had spectators whooping with glee. 
Missed it? Well, you’ll just have to wait two years for he next one. Book now!
(Glyn is a Punch and Judy Activist and co-ordinator of The Punch and Judy College of Professors)

Clive Chandler:
Liz and Dan Lempen have once again done a wonderful job in pulling together the Skipton Puppet Festival. They offered an excellent range of shows and are to be applauded for including work that is truly international. Many festival have avoided the perils of international visas in recent years but the Lempens have not, and their festival is all the better for it. 
As I was working as a performer at the event, I didn’t get much chance to see all the indoor shows (although what I did see was excellent) but I was able to appreciate the tremendous atmosphere of the event and the smiles on the faces of a very varied public. 
The free street theatre programme was an absolute delight. This event comes round every two years and I hope the team at Skipton continue to get all the support they deserve especially from funding bodies without which, even with such extremely good ticket sales, this kind of venture is simply not possible. 
If you missed any of the three festivals so far make sure you book your tickets and B&B early for 2011. Whatever you do, - don’t skip Skipton.
(Clive is Artistic Director of Dynamics, a full time puppeteer and current chair of PUK)

Brian Hibbitt:
Normally very few people actually enjoy going to an Annual General Meeting, but this year it was an inspired choice to coincide the PUK AGM with the Skipton Festival. Financially we kept our head above water primarily due to the valuable contribution made by Clive Chandler and his team in staging the puppet auction at Mac last year. 
It was clear from the discussions during the meeting that PUK was alive and well and providing a service much valued by the puppetry community. We had a good turnout since many of the key players were already there and the whole festival proved to be a great networking opportunity coupled with some wonderful puppetry both indoors and outside. The only disappointed people that I saw were those that couldn’t get tickets for some of the sold out shows!
(Brian is Treasurer of PUK, BPMTG and The Puppet Centre Trust, and editor of The Puppet Master)

Leigh McCalister:
It was great fun at Skipton this year. We have always come to the festival, even if we are not performing, as the atmosphere is great and is reminiscent of a European festival. We have seen the festival grow from one venue to many and it is always a pleasure to play there, but most important of all it provides a weekend where puppeteers can meet and talk informally without any pressure to provide a feedback form at the end of the day. 
It is also a good showcase for international work that we may not see at other festivals. I had an exceptionally good show out in the sticks with a lovely mixed audience of children and adults. 
Skipton Festival proves that puppetry is not just for children, but can reach and delight a broad audience age range and long may it continue!
(Leigh is one half of Clydebuilt Puppet Theatre, a Scottish company who performed Theatre 4 One, and Stitch in Time shows at Skipton.)

Drew Colby:
Puppet theatre by its usually portable nature ends up getting crammed into all sorts of suitable and unsuitable spaces (as do puppeteers very often!) so it was wonderful to be invited to the festival in the gem of a town that is Skipton. 
With its canals, bridges and stone buildings it is reminiscent of Venice, and equally accessible to pedestrians (so well suited to a puppet festival, where venues are close enough together to walk from place to place.) 
The festival organisers had arranged great accommodation, food and clearly have a good local following, with large, appreciative audiences turning up to all of the events I attended. The programming was strong on diversity and quality, and also not lacking in contrasts of scale. 
Each performance was housed in a unique performance space, from a specially erected platform by the canal, to the charming Skipton Little Theatre, to two local school halls. Great to attend a festival with such a heart and spirit!
(Drew runs Objects Dart, performing shows for children aged 2 – 10)

Malcolm Knight:
The Skipton Puppet Festival was a delightful experience in a splendid market town proving that while small is beautiful much that is big – in quality and vision - may be crammed into a few well-programmed days and nights. This is a real festival based on friendship, co-operation, hard work and joyful intelligence that reverberate through all the shows, workshops, exhibitions, meetings, book sales and street events. Sarah and I led the drop-in puppet workshops over two days – more than 500 visitors came through the Town Hall kitchen extension each day! 
Many thanks to Catherine Johnson and her daughter Penny for their invaluable support during the 6 hour puppet factory marathons
My memory will savour the ensemble production of “The Ugly Duckling” by Brodyachaya Sobachka from St. Petersburg; the puppet making virtuosity behind Ted Bereseford’s mini-exhibition; the craft and ingenuity of Mimika Theatre’s tent and the detail and precision of their design build; the zany performance and audience interaction elicited by Daniel Wagner of Theater Dawa from Berlin in his version of “The Brave Little Tailor”. 
The Lempens do something that should be done by every festival – puppeteers and performers are given free tickets to each other’s shows and events. This brings smiles to the faces of all concerned and opens us all to positive peer comments and new experiences. 
This Skipton Festival is a special space set aside to celebrate the life of the imagination and all that it means to be human. We stayed with two strolling players Chris and Mieke from Plansjet (Belgium); we revelled in John and Elaine Parkinson’s new plans for a purpose-built permanent puppet theatre in Cumbria; we joked and chatted with Glyn about Mr Punch’s 2012; we enjoyed a brief reunion with Phil Spellacy and were treated to his paintings, drawings and puppet kits; and drank a dram with Andras Lenart of Mikropodium and supped with Stephen Smart and his flutes! 
I was so excited that I filled my petrol car with diesel and bliss it was to be stranded in Skipton!
(Malcolm is founder and director of Scottish Mask & Puppet Centre and newly elected secretary of PUK)
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Dan Lempen shines a spotlight 
Set in this traditional English Market Town, at the edge of the stunningly beautiful Yorkshire Dales, this little jewel of a Festival is England’s most cosy puppetry event. This 3-day event offers a variety of performances for Family and Adult audiences in various venues as well as an extensive free street programme. This year it also played host to the PuppeteersUK annual general meeting.�


PUK has received several comments about the festival and is happy to put them before you in this article. If you were there and have anything to add please contact us and we will add your comments to those below.








